The courts and elective abortions under Medicaid.
Although therapeutic or elective abortions are among the most frequently performed medical procedures for women throughout the world, indigent American women are now denied coverage under the Medicaid program because of the Hyde Amendment, which prohibits the use of federal funds for the termination of pregnancies except in narrowly defined cases. The vast majority of states, left free to choose as to the expenditure of their own funds for abortion coverage, have also denied this type of welfare assistance to economically eligible women. The discriminatory effect of the refusal to subsume abortions as part of the Medicaid mandate has been the subject of various legal actions. The constitutionality of that denial is at issue and now awaits Supreme Court determination.